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Abstract

The International Labour Organization estimates that worldwide, 2.78 million workers
lose their lives each year due to work accidents, and 2.4 million workers suffer from
various occupational diseases as a result of the nature of their work. According to global
research, the trend of global warming is expected to increase the impact of heat stress on
those already exposed to weather-related hazards in their work environments, thereby
increasing their vulnerability. In Israel, the construction industry serves as a significant
economic driver, employing around 240,000 workers who are susceptible to climate
influences. Therefore, there is a need for national preparedness, based on data and cross-
sector collaboration, to promote comprehensive integrated action plans aimed at
reducing the actual threat of heat stress on the safety and health of workers in Israel.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration and the Meteorological Service
have collaborated to enhance awareness among all stakeholders, both governmental and
non-governmental, regarding the climate risks and their impact on workers. Special
emphasis is placed on the construction industry, where work is carried out outdoors and
relies significantly on a large number of foreign workers. The goal is to support the

promotion of an appropriate public policy in response to this threat.

The importance of this joint effort is reinforced by the fact that the construction industry
in Israel, as one of the most vulnerable sectors to climate change, has not yet received
any attention to climate risks, despite Israel region warming at twice the global rate.
Additionally, projections indicate that the entire region is expected to experience
ongoing warming and an increase in the frequency of extreme events in the coming
decades. These trends highlight the need for comprehensive assessment and attention to
the significant climate impacts on workers in the construction sector and the industry as
a whole.
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